By MORAG MACLACHLAN

For the next séveral weeks
trees in the Laphain Woods will
be topplingFsa® =

The Woods, which are
across from'the Town Hall, are
owned by the Rural and His-
torical Society. They are being

harvested because the dense-_

A

ness is depriving the trees of the ,

sunlight and nutrients needed to
grow:

The process involves cutting
down trees in certain congested

-areas of the forest to allow room

for other trees.. “There is nore-
generation, and the trees are

beginning to tof and die. Trees"

Lapham Woods Cleared For Growth |

are also becoming sterile,
which is preventing the wild-

life from getting food,” said -

Conservation Administrator
Joe Grady. ‘

The idea is that this new
land management technique

-will improve timber and food
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for wildlife by allowmg the sun;
- to reach the- forest floor, said

Grady. The soil that is then ex--

posed dueto thie clearing. of the.
trees will allow seeds that fall-
from the healthy trees. to culti<
vateand grow: In. five to ten
years, the foréstwill have a new
-under- growth - of:: young" ;
Thealthy trees.
1 Because so many people

have mqurred -at.the; town: hall -

about the .loss. of trees ,m

l(gctmen oqiM'?gps\Xic’l&h ‘

Grady exﬁlamed ‘that the.t
are being harvestcdlby ;
censed timber. harvester«to p re:
serve the beauty. and he
the forest.1 .
. _‘Duxbury’s-ngo*d,s‘

stranger to the harves

Bl

- cess. “Theridea’ of - the:pro_lect"

comes’ after ‘the .success of a
similar practice that.took place
on the other-side of Depot
Street two years ago,” said Pe-
ter Buttkus, tree warden “and

managen of butldmg. grounds

Two years ago, the s

"Lands. Commitieer beganiai
; pro_;ect of clearing | the woods to

‘improve the s1tuauon of re-
. growthon the northeast portion’
of the lot: Aftérits: success, they
decided:to’ try the :same: tech-
nique on the. southwest side. -
Forester:Phil. Benjamm
who has ‘worhéd-for boththe

Town Conservation and Open-

:

=

|- consultant’ brought on to thg
,scene. He guided the  operation
for the northeast snde Benjamin

drew up the 1 narvestmg plan for
the 23-acre area, which.had to

| estér and the: state before 1t was
sput- into-action. .
_ Beénjamin dcveloped recom-

growth -He also laid out the
primary 2 accesg road to clear.the

Lig e

ees, away and, measured se-

Sty

¢ 'cle:{red

nwmlx m. I iTe

Cdmpany :was. comrmssmn‘
oto f‘d@ the: . jobrof:-cutting:: ‘e
learing t the trees for phase two

K Accordmg to Gurney ‘and:

|

Space Commnttees, was t}w-_

.be approved by. the county for

’-rnendatlons ‘for the woods |
ased on current condmons and- |

lected, and- marked the trees t0'

cleaning -and Loggmé}'t

ffthe Lapham Woods Forestrg 1

Norton, the trees that are cut !
“will be used to make wood |

“will hopefully drop seeds,
,which "l then flourish into a

- health.of the, forest,” said Ben-
'-jamin. “Like. every good" gar-
den, a forest needs to be
trimmed every now and then.”

" According to Don

‘Lapham Woods were originally

-| known as- Lapham Lot. The
urney,.  Norton:

majority of the, property. was
‘burchased. by ‘the Rural and

1923 and 193y Two smaller
-;pleces of land’

' Lapham Lot was $2300

new, healthy forest: “We are
-trying to enhan¢e thie vigor and”

Mulrhead chairman of the
t DR&HS lands comrmttee the-

Ijnstorlcal -Society :between !

were: added in
1946 and the total cost of

.chips, paper pulp, lumher, and '
firewood. The trees that are left -
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These hardwood and white pine trees aré rotting because of  fack of sunlight and nutrients.




